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Hundreds killed in quake along Iran-Iraq border 


Above, debris covers a car Monday in 
Sarpol-e-Zahab in western Iran after 
an earthquake Sunday shook the 
Iran-Iraq border, killing more than 
400 people in both nations. At right, 
relatives weep over victims’ bodies in 
Sarpol-e-Zahab, where rescuers dug 
with their hands through the rubble 
of collapsed apartment buildings in a 
search for victims. Article, A2 


MUNICIPAL COURT 


Civil rights groups: Atlanta 
court violates rights of poor 


ByRhonda Cook 
rcook@aje.com 


Two civil rights groups say the 
Municipal Court of Atlanta rou- 
tinely violates the rights of poor 
offenders by sending them to jail 
for low-level offenses because they 
don’thave the money to pay bond. 

Inaletter to Mayor Kasim Reed, 
the Civil Rights Corps and the 


Southern Center for Human Rights 
said the court’s practices are put- 
ting the city in a precarious legal 
position. Harris County, Texas — 
home to Houston — has spent $5 
million on legal fees so far defend- 
ing its system, which is identical 
to Atlanta’s, the letter said. 

“It’s time to do away with the 
two-tiered criminal system in 
Atlanta, in which people of means 


go free, while those who can’t pay 
are stuck in jail only because of 
their poverty,” said Sarah Ger- 
aghty, managing attorney at the 
Atlanta-based Southern Center 
for Human Rights. 

A spokesperson for the mayor 
said Monday in an email Reed was 
a strong supporter of the Public 


Court continued on A4 


BUCKHEAD DEVELOPMENT 


Major expansion planned for Phipps Plaza 


ByJ.Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


Phipps Plaza, Atlanta’s shop- 
ping playground for the upper 
crust, is about to undergo yet 
another transformation as the 
owners of the Buckhead mall 
attempt to re-energize the space 
with a new luxury hotel, restau- 
rants, an office tower and fitness 
complex. 

Owner and developer Simon 
told The Atlanta Journal-Consti- 
tution it will begin construction 
in the summer on a 150-room 
Nobu hotel and flagship restau- 
rant, a 12-story office tower and 
a 90,000-square-foot Life Time 


Athletic fitness center. The over- 
haul will also include new din- 
ing options throughout the mall. 

The project, which Simon Pres- 
ident of Malls and Chief Admin- 


Anew 14-sto- 
ry office tow- 
er, Nobu hotel 
and restau- 
rant anda Life 
Time fitness 
complex are 
planned for 
Phipps Plaza. 
SPECIAL FROM 
SIMON 


istrative Officer John Rulli said is 
“probably north” of $200 million, 
is likely the most dramatic sin- 


Phipps continued on A7 


ALABAMA SENATE RACE 


GOP leaders 
press Moore 
to step aside 


Woman alleges she was 
assaulted at age 16 by 
then-county prosecutor. 


By AlanFram 
and Bruce Schreiner 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate Republi- 
can leaders on Monday waged an 
urgent campaign to pressure GOP 
nominee Roy Moore to withdraw 
from the Alabama Senate race 
amid allegations of sexual mis- 
conduct, declaring him “unfit to 
serve” and threatening to expel 
him from Congress if elected. 
But Moore showed no signs he 
was preparing to step aside, even 
as another woman came forward 
to accuse him of sexually assault- 
ing her in the late 1970s when she 


was 16 years old. 

Anticipating a tearful Beverly 
Young Nelson’s allegations at 
a New York news conference, 
Moore’s campaign ridiculed her 
attorney, Gloria Allred, before- 
hand as “a sensationalist lead- 
ing a witch hunt.” The campaign 
said Moore was innocent and “has 
never had any sexual misconduct 
with anyone.” He insisted he was 
in the race to stay. 

In the latest day of jarring 
events, Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell and Moore 
essentially declared open war 
on each other. McConnell said 
the former judge should quit the 
race over a series of recent alle- 
gations of past improper relation- 
ships with teenage girls. No, said 


Moore continued on AQ 


Beverly Young 
Nelson (left) 
said Alabama 
Senate 
candidate 
Roy Moore 
assaulted 
her at age 16 
when Moore 
was a county 
prosecutor. 
SPENCER PLATT/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 


Transit plans discussed 
for 1285's north section 


Officials say options 
needed before highway 
widening projects start. 


By David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


Elected officials in several sub- 
urban cities have begun discus- 
sions that some hope will lead 
to a mass transit line along the 
north side of the Perimeter. 

Mayors and other officials from 
communities stretching from 
Smyrna in Cobb County to Dora- 
ville in DeKalb met last week for a 
first conversation about the need 
for transit options along F285. Offi- 
cials from Sandy Springs, Dun- 


woody, Brookhaven, Chamblee 
and Tucker also are involved. 

Some participants told The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution the 
talks are in their infancy, and no 
specific transit proposals are on 
the table. But such talks — which 
would have been unlikely even 
a few years ago — are another 
sign that mass transit is gain- 
ing momentum in the Atlanta 
suburbs. 

And with the state planning to 
widen 1-285 and Ga. 400 in the 
coming decade — perhaps gob- 
bling up precious right of way in 
the process — at least one mayor 
says he wants to make sure mass 


Transit plan continued on A8 
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